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o the Law; and to the 7 eftimony; if they ſpeak 
not according to this Word, it is becauſe there 


is no Light in phone, Ila. v vill. 20. 
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e me, O ye Children, for bleſſed are they who 
« keep my Ways; hear Inſtruction, and be wiſe. 


ce and refuſe it not. 

Obſerve, 1. Who ſpeaks, as before, Wiſdom 
Chriſt the Wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. i. 24. 2. The 
Perſons to whom he ſpeaks, ſimple Ones and 
Fools; unconverted People. 3, What he com- 


mands em; to receive Inſtruction and KRnow- *' 


ledge. 4. What Sort of Acquaintance with di- 
vine Things our Lord intends; ſuch as values the 
divine Inſtructions above Silver and choice Gold; 
and therefore muſt intend Faith in the. Mefpah, 
5. A plain Demonſtration, that Faith 1s meant, 
and all that concerns it; for, ſuch keep the Ways 
of the Lord. 6. The 2 Motive, they 
are Vleſſed who comply with, and obey the gracious 
Command. 
V. Prov. in, I, 2, ß _s 
ce hath builded her Houſe, ſhe hath hewn out 


cc her ſeven Pillars, ſhe hath killed her Beaſts, 
c ſhe hath mingled her Wine, the hath alſo fur- 


c miſhed her Table, the hath ſent forth her 
«« Maidens, ſhe crieth upon the higheſt Places 
* of the City, Whoſo is ſimple let him turn in 
« hither; as for him that wanteth Under- 
* ſtanding, ſhe ſaith to him, Come eat of my 
5 


« mingled ; forſake the Fooliſh and live. 


* 


— 


Obſerve, 1. Chriſt having finiſhed his Work; 
and furniſhed his Table. 2. The Preachers of 
the Goſpel ſent forth. 3. Their making Uſe of 
all Advantages, even the higheſt Places of the 
City, to publiſh the Tidings they carry. 4. The 
Perſons to whom their Lord, and they, in Obe- 
dience to him, do cry and call the Simple and 


Fooliſh ; the Unconverted not yet turned in. 


5. What they are commanded to do; to turm in, 


Bread and drink of the Wine, which I have 


Y 
to is | 


to forſake the Fooliſh, and come and eat of the 
Bread of Life, and drink of that Wine, which is 
Drink indeed; and this cannot be done but in 
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| Faith. 6. The Motive; they ſhall live; He that 
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cateh me ſhall live by me, Joh. vi. 57. 
VI. Eccleſ. xii. 1, I 3. Remember now 


e thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth. —— 


3 


c Fear God and keep his Commandments, for 
ee this is the whole Duty of Man. 

Obſerve, 1. Who theſe Words are ſpoke to; to 
poor Youths, bent to walk in the Way of theit 
Heart, and the Sight of their Eyes; or to any 
Man whatever. 2. What they are commanded 1s 
to remember their Creator, which, if it does not 
intend Faith in the Miah, can mean nothing. 
3. The whole Duty of every Man is intended; 
therefore, let not any Man, who hears the Goſ- 
pel, ſay it is not his Duty to believe in Chriſt, for 
God commands it, and *tis impoſſible to fear God 
without it. e 
VII. 1/2. i. 18. © Come now let us reaſon 
„ together, ſaith the Lord; tho' your Sins be as 
* <« Scarlet they ſhall be as white as Snow; tho? 
& they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as 
« Wool. = OS 

Obſerve, 1. Who the Perſons are to whom the 
Lord ſpeaks here; Unclean, evil Doers, as is evi- 
dent in the foregoing Verſes, Whoſe" Sins were 
like Scarlet and Crimſon; and therefore, ſurely 
very vile unconverted People. 2. What he com- 
mands them to do; come now let us reaſon toge- 
ther; which muſt intend Faith in the Meſſiah; for 
there can be no reaſoning with God out of him; 
the carnal Mind being Enmity againſt God ; and 
our God a conſuming Fire. 3. The gracious En- 
couragement to this, the compleat Pardon of all 
Iniquity ; which alſo makes it plain, that by rea- 

= . ſoning 
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QUESTION 


ANSWLE R' D, &. 


QUESTION 


Whether the Eternal GO D does by his Word 
make it the Duty of poor unconverted Sinners, 
who hear the Goſpel preach'd or publiſh*d, to 
believe in _— Chriſt: ? 


* > ET muſt be obſerv'd that this Que- 

E ſtion does not conſider what Power, 
N or what Inclination unconverted 
5 8 Sinners have to obey any Part of 
the Law of God; but only what 
according to that Law is their 


Duty > Neither is it here ask'd whether it is 


their Duty to give their Aſſent to the Report, 1 
A Þ and 
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and grant that all that is ſaid in the Goſpel is 
true; nor what Power the fallen Sons and 
Daughters of Adam have to work themſelves up 
into that Faith? But whether God does by his 
Word make it the Duty of unconverted Sinners, 


who hear the Goſpel preached or publiſn'd, not 
only to believe Cyhriſt, but to believe in Chriſt 2 


Any Perſon ſurely, who lays aſide all Affectation 
of Singularity, and fincerely and unfeignedly 
makes the Bible the Rule of Lis Faith, mult ſay, 
that God does by his Word plainly and plentifully 
make it the Duty of unconverted Sinners, who 
hear the Goſpel, to believe in Chrift. This 1 
_ affirm, and aiming at the Glory of Chriſt, and 
the Eſtabliſhment and Comfort of godly, honeſt 
Minds, this I ſhall prove, by producing ſome of 
the many, very many Portions of Scripture which 
bear their Teſtimony thereunto. | 

I. Hal. ii. 10, 11, 12. © Be wiſe now there- 
<« fore, O ye Kings; be inſtructed, ye Judges of 
<< the Earth. Serve the Lord with Fear, and 
cc rejoice with trembling ; kiſs the Son, leſt he be 


ce angry, and ye periſh from the Way, when his . 


« Wrath is kindled but a little: Bleſſed are all 
ce they that put their Truſt in him. 


Ob/erve, 1. Who the Perſons are the Lord 


ſpeaks to ; the Kings, Rulers and Judges, who 


are ſaid in v. 2, to ſet themſelves, and take 


Counſel together againſt the Lord, and againſt 
his Meſſiah, fo muſt be thought. anconverted 
Perſons. 2. What they are exhorted to, and 
muſt thereupon be their Duty to ſerve the Lord 


with Fear, rejoice with Trembling, and kiſs the 
Son; by which Expreſſions, the Lord himſelf ſays, he 


means truſting i him; for truſting in him either in- 


'F cludes or leads to the whole of unfeigned Service; 
becoming Fear (chere is torgiveneſs with thee, that 
4/3 < 8 * 1 1 2 1 * , be ** 4 2 . ; f ; 3 + 


thou 


E 


thou mayſt be feared) humble holy Joy, (with Fear 


and great Joy, Matth. xxviii. 8.) and the whole 
of what's intended by kiſſing the Son; Love, 
Obedience, and divine Worſhip. 3. Motives to 
their mentioned Duty. 1. The Dread of Chriſt's 
Anger and kindled Wrath. 2. That they periſp 
not. 3. The Bleſſedneſs of thoſe who truſt in 
him. | 


ii. 2, 3. $- © O ye Sons of Men 


«© how long will ye turn my Glory into Shame? 


« How long will ye love Vanity and ſeek after 


& Leaſing? But know that the Lord hath fer 
ce apart him that is godly for himſelf, the Lord 
cc will hear when I call unto him. Stand in Awe 
cc and fin not, commune with your own Heart u 


« on your Bed, and be ſtill. Offer the Sacri- 


ce fices of Righteouſneſs, and put your Truſt x 


ce the Lord. 4 
Obhſerve, 1. Who the Words are ſpoken to; 
they were ſuch as turned what was the Pyalmiſt's 


* 


— ͤ ren -» — > on 


e 


Glory into Shame, loved Vanity, and ſought af- Y 


ter Lies; and therefore were unconverted, ungodly 
People. 2. Their obſtinate and wilful Continu= 
ance 1n that unhappy Eſtate; O ye Sons of Men 


how long! 3. The happy Eſtate and Condition 


of a godly Perſon, 1. Set apart for the Lord. 
2. His Lite, a Life of Prayer. 3. Neither he 


nor his Prayers deſpiſed ; the Lord will hear. 


4. Obſerve, the ſeveral Exhortations or Com- 
mands given to the vain and ſinful Sons of Men, 
in this Portion of Scripture, 1. To reform, ſtand 


in Awe, and ceaſe from Sin. 2. Conſider their 


oy and commune with their own Hearts: 
3 


fler to the Lord in a due Manner what he : 


required of em. 4. Put their Truſt in him. Put 


your Truſt in the Lord; that is, in the Meffrah. 


Are they nor expreſsly and plainly commanded. | 
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to put their Truſt in him? And who in the Fear 


of God can fay, That tho* God did command 


them, yet it was not their Duty. 


III. Prov. i. 20, 21, 22, 23. Wiſdom cri- 


& eth without, ſhe uttereth her Voice in the 
tc Streets; fhe crieth in the chief Place of Con- 
« courſe, in the Openings of the Gates: In the 
« City ſhe uttereth her Words, ſaying, How 
« long ye {imple Ones, will ye love Simplicity ? 


. And the Scorners delight in their Scorning ? 


« And Fools hate Knowledge? Turn you at my 


ce Reproof; behold I will pour out my Spirit unto 


e you, I will make known my Words unto 

Ot/erve, 1. Who cries and calls; Wiſdom, 
Chrift the Wiſdom of God. 2. Who does he 
cry and call to? To the Simple, the Scorners and 
Fools who hate Knowledge; that is, to uncon- 


yerted Sinners. 3. His pon Command to em, 


Turn you at my Reproof, which muſt include, 
x. Submiſſion to his Authority. 2. Converſion to 


him, and therefore, 3. Faith in him, or elſe it is 
no Turn. 4. The Motives to encourage the 


Duty. 1. 'They ſhould enjoy the Fellowſhip of 
his Spirit. 2. Should have cis Acquaintance 
with his Words, unto both which all Unbelievers 
are Strangers; therefore unto Faith unfeigned he 
calls *em, and lays it before them as their ſpecial 
Duty. | 

IV. Prov. viii. 1, 4, 5, 10, 32, 33. Doth 
& not Wiſdom cry? and Underſtanding put forth 
« her Voice? Unto you, O Men I call, and my 
& Voice is to the Sons of Men. O ye Simple, 
te underſtand Wiſdom, and ye Fools be ye of an 
* underſtanding Heart; receive my Inſtruction, 


„„ and not Silver and Knowledge rather than 


choice Gold. Now, therefore, hearken unto 
5 ** me 
< WY, 


E | 
ſoning with God, Faith is intended in riss; 
which, in Obedience to God's Command, wag 
their immediate Duty. Come now. — 
VIII. /. xxvii. 5. Or let him take hold of 
cc my Strength, that he may make Peace with 
cc me, and he ſhall make Peace with me. 

Olbſerve, 1. The eternal God offended, Sin he 
abhors. 2. Poor wretched Sinners themſelves 
cannot make their own Peace; they would be 
before God, as Thorns and Briars before a con- 
ſuming Fire. 3. God has found out a Peace-Ma- 
ker, a mighty one upon whom Help is laid, the 
Son of Man made ſtrong for himſelf, called not 
only the Wiſdom but the Power of God, and 
here called his Strength, and of whom we ſhould 
now ſay in New Teſtament Language, having 
made Peace by the Blood of his Croſs. 4. The 
ſpecial Command of God to a poor Sinner, in an 
unconverted State, not yet enjoying the Peace of 
God; let him take hold of my Strength; that is, 
let him believe in my Son. To take hold of 
God's Strength, can mean nothing ſhort of Faith 
in the Me ſſiah, and here it is commanded ; and 
therefore the Sinners Duty. 
IX. © Ho, every one that thirſteth come ye 
c the Waters, and he that hath no Money; come 
** ye buy and eat, yea, come buy Wine and 
Milk without Money, and without Price: 
*© Wherefore do ye ſpend Money for that which 
<< 1s not Bread? And your Labour for that which 
*« fatisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, 
and eat ye that which is good, and let your 
« Soul delight itſelf in Fatneſs. 1/4. lv. 1, 2. 
Ov/erve, 1. The Lord ſpeaking here in the moſt 
tender, compaſſionate Manner to every one that 
thirſteth. 2. That this Thiz/t is not that of an evan- 
gelical ſpiritual Kind, which inereaſes in Propor- 
— tion 
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tion to our Communion with the Lord, but a 
Thirſt to be removed by Faith: He that believeth 
on me ſhall never thirſt, Joh. vi. 35. Whoſoever 


dringeth of the Water which I jhall give him, 
ſhall never thirſt, 3. But reſtleſs they are ſup- 


poſed to be ; and therefore ſpend their Money tor 


that which is not Bread, and their Labour for 


that which ſatisfietn not. 4. They are called 


and commanded to come to the Waters, to come 


and eat, to come and take Wine and Milk ; 


_ which muſt be by believing ; for there is no other 


Way of feeding upon ſpiritual Food ; nor can 
hearkening diligently unto the Lord mean any 


Thing leſs than Faith. 5. 'The gracious Encou- 


ragements to be found in the Duty required, 
1. All is free, without Money and without Price. 
2. So good and plentiful that they ſhall delight 
themſelves in Fatneſs. 1 
X. Iſa. lv. 3. ** Incline your Ear and come 


* unto me; hear, and your Soul ſhall live, and 


J will make an everlaſting Covenant with you, 
ce even the ſure Mercies of David. 0 
Obſerve, 1. Who the Perſons are, who are 


thus commanded ; thoſe who according to the 
"foregoing Verſe, laboured for that which ſatiſ- 


fieth not. 2. What they are commanded to co ; 
for they are ſuppoſed to be preſent within Hear- 
ing ; 1. To incline their Ear ; give due Attention. 
2. Come unto him, the Lord who ſpeaks to em; 
and by both Expreſſions we muſt underſtand Faith 
unfeigned ; for, 1. Hear and your Soul ſhall live, 


a Bleſſing inſeparable from Faith. 2. I will make 


an everlaſting Covenant with you; or, as the He- 
brew hath it, I will put to you an everlaſting Co- 
venant; that is, fulfil it upon you, and ſhew it 


unto you, P/al. xxv. 11. which Faith alone lays 


hold of; 3. Obſerve the encouraging Contents 


of 


e 
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'M of the Covenant, which muſt make the Duty of 
3 Faith required very pleaſant. 1. Mercies. 2. 
1 Very ſure. © 
XI. /. lv. 7. © Let the Wicked forſake his 
“ Way, and the unrighteous Man his Thoughts, 
cc and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
© have Mercy upon him, and to our God for he 
« will abundantly Pardon. - 
Obſerve, 1. The Perſons the Lord ſpeaks to; 
the Wicked, and Unrighteous. 2. What the 
Lord commands; to forfake their ſinful Ways, 
and be conyerted to the Lord ; which muſt 1n- 
tend Faith in the Mefjah. 3. Gracious En- 
couragements to the Duty ; the Lord will have 
Mercy; and will abundantly Pardon. 
XII. « Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all 
5 cc the Ends of the Earth, for I am God, and 
>, es there is none elſe. H. , 32. 
TG Obſerve, 1. God's Command to all the Ends 
1 of the Earth; look unto me; the ſame with 
look ing unto eus, Heb. xii. 1. Or ſeeing the 
8 believing on him. John vi. A very plain 
ommand to believe in the Mah: Nor can 
any poor Sinner that hears it, juſtly ſay that he 


= is not intended in it. 2. The indiſputable Power 
1 of Chriſt to command Faith, he is God. 3. The 
Y truſt of poor Sinners encouraged from the ſame 
A Conſideration. | 

af XIII. Ezek. xxxiii. 11, © Say untothem, as live 
x <« {aith the Lord, I have no Pleaſure in the Death 


« of the Wicked; but that the Wicked turn from 
1 « his Way and live: Turn ye, turn ye from 
4 your evil Ways, for why will you die, oh! 
« Houſe of Vrael. 
| Obſerve, 1, With what Solemnity God de- 
livers this, as I live ſaith the Lord. 2. The 
Mercies and Compaſſions of the Lord towards 


A 


poor wicked Sinners, and the Pleaſure he takes 
in their Converſion. 3. Tho' this does not ſup- 
EE poſe that they have Power to turn themſelves, yet 
31 | it is a plain Command that makes it their Duty 
| to turn to God; and if their Duty to turn to 
| God, it muſt include Faith in the Meſſiah; for, 

| op | 
Zifi without that, there never was, there never can be 
Falk a true Turn. | 
XIV. Micab. vi. 8. He hath ſhewed thee, 
tf © OMan! what is good; and what doth the 
3h Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to 
5e love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
Obſerve, 1. The Man here reproved ; one who 
ik in unbelief was conſidering whether he ſhould not 
15 give his Firſt- born for his Tranſgreſſion, and the 
Fruit of his Body for the Sin of his Soul. 2. The 
Reproof given him; he ſhould have known better 
Things; the Spirit of Chriſt, in the Prophets did 
ſigniy before-hand the Sufferings of Chriſt, and 
the Glory that ſhould follow ; and all the Sacri- 
| ices pointed to Chrift; therefore it was always 
the Man's Duty to truft in the Meſſiah alone tor 
Acceptance betore God. 3. 'The ſpecial Account 
given him, of the Duties God required of him. 
I. Jo do juſtly; give to God the Things that are 
God's, and to Governors what's due to them, and 
to all Mankind beſides, in Word and Deed. 2. 


— — „ ad. 
* * 
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and to all others his poor Fellow-finners ; and 
not only ſhew Mercy in ſome particular Inſtances, 
which a Chur! may do, but /ove to ſhew Mercy 
to all or any in Diftreſs. 3. To walk humbly 

with God; to throw off the Pride of inventing 
Ways of Acceptance which God has not reveal'd, 
to caſt off all Confidence in any Performances, to 
chuſe God as his God, and humble himſelf with 
him. Theſe Things God requires of an _ 
. Oe 3 


2 
; 
5 


een 


4 3. 4 *, — + wy 
% 72 . e I «ad? . 
1 _— T Ne. % 1 4 OE A 5 4 * 1 9 
ws 4M" * [ I . g 1 . 1 38 . * © = 4 * 
” a . * ö Nes _— : . hay RN 5 — „ 
q 2 oo 4 ” 22 6 
1 n wr — —— X LR 8 r * . r — - 33. 4 * 
K —— — mot — Mook k . "RA 
C „ * & : 8 a N w 


. ˙Ü1 b NN. 
a : 
— 15 4 


* 


ming 
R 
Pe 
# + 
© os 3 w 
* P r 
you 


To love Mercy: Love God's Mercy, to himſelf; 


N [ 134 
verted Man, who.hears the Goſpel, and Faith 
muſt be intended in every one of em, God then 


requires Faith, and makes it the Duty of uncon- 
verted Perſons who hear his Word. 


XV. Matth. iii. 2,3, 8. Repent ye, for 
cc the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand; for this 
cc js he that was ſpoken of by the Prophet E/aias, 
« ſaying, the Voice of one crying in the Wilder- 
te neſs, prepare ye the Way of the Lord, make 
cc his Paths ſtraight; bring forth therefore Fruits 
<< meet for Repentance. : 

Obſerve, 1. To whom John ſpoke theſe Things; 
to poor unconverted Sinners, and even to the 
Phariſees and Sadducees, that Generation of Vi- 
pers, as he calls em. 2. What he does in the 
Name of the Lord command 'em; to repent 
unfeignedly, and bring forth agreeable Fruits 
thereto. 3. As true Repentance always is a 
concomitant of Faith, and in a Senſe, may be 
ſaid, to flow from it, ſo he commands *em to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, prepare his Way, and make his 
Paths ſtraight. So the Apoſtle Paul explains 
Fohn's preaching, Ads. xix. 4. © John verily 


fa 


« baptiz'd with the Baptiſm of Repentance, ſay- 


ce ing unto the People, that they ſhould believe 
* 07 him which ſhould come after him, that is on 
« Chriſt Jeſus.”” 4. He does not ſay only that 


they ſhould believe Chriſt, or juſt believe the 


Doctrine to be true, but that it was their Duty 
to believe on Chriſt. . | 

XVI. Matth. xi. 28, 29, 30. „Come unto 
me all ye that Labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you Reſt, take my Yoke upon 
e you, and learn of me, for I am meek and 
« lowly in Heart, and ye ſhall find Reſt unto 
* your Souls. For my Yoke is eaſy, and my 
« Burden is light. 8 7 | 

22 = 8 Obſerve, 
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Ohſerve, 1. Who our Lord here ſpeaks to; all 


that labour d, and were heavy laden, and reftleſs, 
and had not yet taken the Yoke of Chrift upon 
them, nor learnt of him. Whatever Duties the 
feem'd to perform, they were not gs Delight : 
They were unconverted People. 2. What he 
commands them to do, come to es; take his 
Yoke upon them, and learn of him, and become 
meek and lowly in Heart in Conformity to him. 
Nothing but the moſt blinded olblns P 

dare ſay that our Lord did not here command 
them to believe in him. Can any Body be con- 


form'd to Chrift in Meekneſs and Lowlineſs of 


Heart without Faith? Can any Body learn of 
Chriſt without Faith? Can any Body indeed take 
the Yoke of Chriſt upon him without Faith 2 And 
beſides, 3. The Motives our Lord makes Uſe of 
to encourage their Duty make it plain. 1. They 
mould find Reſt unto their Souls; for we which 


have believed do enter into Reſt. Heb. iv. * 


And without true Faith there is no true Reſt 
of Soul. 2. They ſhould find his Yoke cafy, 
and his Burthen light: It is Faith only finds it ſo; 


all unbelieving Hearts fay what a Wearineſs is it! 


Blefled be God, Ch; 7/4 commands unconverted 
Sinners to believe. 


XVII. Matth. xxii. 2, 3, 4. © The Kingdom 
ce of Heaven is like unto a certain King Which 


« made a Marriage for his Son; and ſent forth 


« his Servants to call them that were bidden to 
« the Wedding; and they would not come. 


s Again he ſent forth other Servants, faying, tell 
« them which are bidden : Behold I have pre- 


« par' d my Dinner; my Oxen and my Fatlings 
cc are killed, and all 6 3 hings are _—y; come 
< unto the Marriaco. 

Obſerve, 1. A ſolemn Call to obſtinate —_— 
| an 
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1 
and this Call in the following Part of the Parable 
enlarg'd, as many as you thall find, bid to the 
Marriage. 2. An Account of all Things being 
ready for their higheſt and beſt Reception and En- 
tertainment. 3. Their ſpecial Duty to come; 
for the great King by his Servants call'd and com- 
manded them. 4. What he meant and intended 
by their coming, was in the firſt Place their put- 
ting on the Wedding-Garment, their putting on 
the Lord Fe/irs by Faith, for he was immediately 
bound and caſt out who had'nt it on. Friend, how 
cameſt thou hither? They were commanded to 
come in Faith, and therefore Faith was their Duty. 

XVIII. Matth. xxiii. 37. O Feruſalem, 
«© Feruſalem, thou that killeſt the Prophets, and 
cc ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee, how 
« often would I have gather'd thy Children toge- 
cc ther, even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens 
cc under her Wings, and ye would not! | 

Obſerve, 1. The Perſons of whom, and in a 
Senſe to whom Chriſt ſpeaks were very wicked. 
2. He ſays that he would often have gather'd Fe- 
ruſalem's Children or Inhabitants ; that is, by 
his Laws he commanded them, and by his diſ- 


cover'd Pity and Tenderneſs encourag'd *em ; the 


Will of Chriſt meant here. 3. What this Will 
ot Chriſt, ſo made known call'd them to; they 
were thereby commanded and encouraged to pur 
their Truſt under the Shadow of his Wings; that 
is to believe in him. 4. Their continued Stubborn- 


neſs and Diſobedience; they would not. And 


ye will not come to me, that ye might have Life. 
John v. 40. But the very Expreſſions, ye would 
not, and ye will not, declare there were Precepts 

and Commands which they rejected. 
XIX. Fohn vi. 27, 28, 29. © Labour not for 
© the Meat which periſheth, but for that Meat 
a which 


* 
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& which endureth unto everlaſting Life, which 
ce the Son of Man ſhall give unto you; for him 
te hath God the Father ſealed. Then faid they 
« unto him, what ſhall we do, that we might 
« work the Works of God? Fe/is anſwer'd and 
cc ſaid unto them, this is the Work of God, that 
cc ye believe on him whom he hath ſent. 

Obſerve, 1. That our Lord here ſpeaks unto 
the People who did follow him for the Sake of 
the Loaves ; they were unconverted People. 2. He 
calls *em from exceſſive Love unto, and Labour 
for the Things of this Life. 3. He commands 
*em to take due Thought of that Meat which en- 
dureth unto everlaſting Life; and having uſed the 
Word Labour in the former Caſe, continues it in 


2 5 


N 


this, but by it means Faith in himſelf. 4. This 
rendred very plain upon their asking what thoſe 
Works were which God required of 'em? This 


is the Work of God, that is the Work which 


God commands, that ye believe on him whom he 


bath ſent. | 

XX. Job. vii. 37. © In the laſt Day, that 
« great Day of the Feaſt, Fe/as ſtood and cry'd, 
« ſaying, It any Man thirſt, let him come unto 
cc me and drink. He that believeth on me as 
cc the Scripture hath ſaid, out of his Belly ſhall 
« flow Rivers of living Water. 

Obſerve, 1. Our Lord taking the Advantage 
of the great Day of the Feaſt, ſtanding and cry- 


ing that very many might hear. 2. The Perſons . 


he ſpeaks to, any in a weary, thirſty, reſtleſs 
State, ſpending their Money for that which was 
not Bread, and labouring for that which ſatisfied 
not, the ſame with them in J/a. Iv. 2. Perſons 
who had not yet come to him; unto the few who 
had come to him, he might have ſpoke in a ſmall 
private Room. 3. What he commands _- 

95 


E 
do, to come to him and drink. 4. What he 
means and intends by coming to him; Faith un- 
feign'd in him; he that believeth on me as the 
Scripture hath ſaid. 3 
XXI. Foh. xii. 36. While ye have Light, be- 
cc ljeve in the Light, that ye may be the Chil- 
cc dren of Light. nds ws 
Obſerve, 1. That Chrif# ſpeaks to the unbe- 


lieving Fews. 2. He commands em to believe 


in the Light, that is in him; not only are they 
commanded to believe him, but to believe in 
him, Who dare ſay, then, it was not their Duty? 
XXII. Joh. xvi. 8, 9. © And when he is 
ce come he will reprove the World of Sin, and of 
«© Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment; of Sin, be- 
© cauſe they believe not on me. 
Obſerve, 1. One Part of the holy Spirit's 
Work, he ſhall reprove the World of Sin, by the 
Miniſtry of the Apoſtles and Servants of Chriſt. 
2. What Sin in a ſpecial Manner the Spirit of 


God would reprove the World of, Unbelief, be- 


cauſe they believe not on me. 3. That this Re- 
proof was not becauſe they did not believe 
Chriſt only, but becauſe they did not believe in 
Chriſt. 4. That therefore the Commands of God 
made it their Duty to believe oz Chriſt, or their 
not doing ſo would not have been their Sin. 
XXIII. Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. © Go ye there- 
< fore and teach all Nations. — Teaching them 
<< to obſerve all Things, whatſoever I have com- 


© manded you. Mark xvi. 15. Go ye into all 


„the World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature; he that believeth ſhall be ſaved; 

ve but he that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
Olſerve, 1. The Apoſtle's Commiſſion to go 
and teach all Nations, Go into all the World and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature. 2. What in a 
3: ſpecial 
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ſpecial Manner they are to teach poor Sinners to 
obſerve all Things whatſoever Chriſt commanded 
them; and it's well known he commanded them 
to believe. Ze believe in God, believe alſo in 
me, Joh. xiv. 1. 3. To enforce the Duty, they 
were to tell all, that he that believeth ſhall be 
ſaved, and that he that believeth not ſhall be 
damned. 
XXIV. A. ii. 38. Then Peter faid unto 
ce them, Repent and be baptiſed every one of 


« you in the Name of 7e/us Chriſt, for the Re- 


« miſſion of Sins. 

Ohſerve, 1. A great Number convinced, but 
not Knowing what to do. 2. Peter ſuppoſes *em 
as yet Strangers to evangelical Repentance ; for 
3. He calls upon them, yea, he commands every 
one of them to repent. 4. Lays before them en- 
couraging Motives to enforce the Duty. 1. 'The 
Remiſſion of Sins. 2. That they ſhould receive 


the Holy Ghoſt. 5. He directs them in the Duty, 


telling em it muſt be in the Name of the Lord 
Feſus; ſo that their Duty was Faith in the Name 
of Chriſt, and Repentance flowing from Faith; or, 
in the Prophet's Words, a looking to him whom 


they had pierced, and mourning for him. 


XXV. Ad. iii. 19. Repent ye therefore, and be 
& converted that your Sins may be blotted out, 
«© when the Times of refreſhing ſhall come from 
cc the Preſence of the Lord. | 
Obſerve, 1. The Perſons Peter ſpoke to; the 
Unconverted, and, for ought appears, uncon- 
cerned Fews. 2. The Duties he calls em to; 
Repentance and Converſion : A true Change of 
Mind towards Chrif, which muſt intend Faith in 
him, and a Change to anſwer that in Walk 
and Converſation. 3. A precious Conſideration 


to promote the Duty; that their Sins might be 
| blotted. 


I, 
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| blotted out. 4. That ſtrengthened from the Pro- 

ſpect of a glorious Time; the Times of Refreſh- 

ment from the Preſence of the Lord. | 

XXVI. Ad. viii. 22, 23. Repent therefore 
cc of this thy Wickedneſs, and pray God, if per- 
ce haps the Thought of thine Heart may be for- 
cc given thee ; for I perceive that thou art in the 
« Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Ini- 
c quity. 55 | | 
Ob/erve, 1. The Perſon ſpoken to; a very 
wicked Man, perceived to be in the Bond of Ini- 
quity, this the Apoſtle was ſure of. 2. Of ano- 
ther Thing the Apoſtle was very ſure, that it 
was his Duty to repent and pray, and therefore 
he looked upon it as his Duty to command him. 
3. We may obſerve ſomething the Apoſtle in his 
Caſe was not ſure of; whether God would forgive 
him; therefore ſays, if perhaps. He did not 
know what God would do; but he knew what 

was Simon Magus's Duty, and he calls him to 

5 it. In Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 
i themſelves; if God, peradventure, will give them 
Repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth. 


[ However, the Law of God 1s very open, and Du- 
| ty is very plain. | 
1 XXVII. AF. xvi. 31. © And they ſaid, be- 
Y c lieve on the Lord Feſtus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 
F ce be ſaved, and thy Houſe. 

© Ov/erve, 1. A poor ignorant heathen Man, un- 
= der great Horror and Conſternation of Mind, 
* ſhaken under terrible Apprehenſions of the Great= 


1 neſs of God, who ſhook the Earth ſo, and threw 
3 the Priſon Doors open, thus frighted, asking 
what he muſt do to be faved? 2. Paul and Silas 
told him that it was his immediate Duty to be- 
lieve. 3. He is commanded not only to believe 
Ghri/t, but to believe on Chriſt; truſt him with 
C2 his 


« the Law and the Prophets. 
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his Salvation. 4. The Encouragements, 1. He 

thould be ſaved, and 2. His Houſe. This Day 
7s Salvation come to this Houſe, foraſmuch as he 
alſo is the Son of Abraham, Luk. xix. 9. God 
ſpeaks very favourably of, and deals very merci- 
tully with the Families of his Servants. 

XX VIIL AZ. xvii. 30. © And the Times of 
ce this Ignorance God winked at; but now com- 
© mandeth all Men every where to repent. 

Obſerve, 1. God in a ſovereign Way, for a Sea- 
fon, leaving the Heathen to Idolatry, and even 
the Athenians to ſuperſtitions Ignorance. 2. God 
now ſending his Doctrine among em. 3. Where- 
ever this Doctrine came, God in it commanded 
all Men, every where to repent. 4. 'The Repen- 
rance intended, is Repentance towards God, flow- 
ing from Faith in Chriſt; therefore the Apoſtle 
immediately mentions the Glory of the riſen Re- 
deemer, of which Glory, Aſſurance is given to 
all Men. Faith and Repentance always went to- 


, gether. AF. xx. 21. 


XXIX. Matth. xxii. 37, 38, 39, 40. © Feſus 
ce ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
* God, with all thy Heart, and with all thy 
« Soul, and with all thy Mind: This is the firſt 


£ and great Commandment; and the ſecond is 


* like unto it, thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
© thyſelf; on theſe two Commandments hang all 


Ob/erve, 1. God commanding perfect Love. 
2. In his Law we learn not what we are able to 
do, but what we ought to do. 3. Jeſus Chriſt 
is the Lord Fehovah, and therefore Love to him 
with all our Heart and Soul is his Due. 4. With- 


out Faith in him it is impoſſible to love him. 5. As 


the Command to love Chriſt mutt oblige us to the 


Uſe of all the Means abſolutely neceſſary — 
: | 0 
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ſo it muſt oblige us to Faith; without which ' tis 
impoſſible to pleaſe God. 6. The Command- 


ment obliging me to love my Neighbour as my- 
ſelf, obliges me to love myſelf ; and therefore to 


believe ia Chriſt, He that ſiuneth againſt me 


Wrongeth his own Soul. Prov. viii. 36. See 
Chauncy's Doctrine, according to Godlineſs, 
Page 275. 

XXX. Rev. xiv. 6, 7. And I ſaw another 
« Angel fly in the Midſt of Heaven, having the 
cc everlaſting Goſpel to preach unto them that 
« dwell upon the Earth, and to every Nation, 
« and Kindred, and Tongue and People, ſaying 
« with a loud Voice, Fear God and give Glory 
cc to him, for the Hour of his Judgment is come, 
cc and worſhip him that made Heaven and Earth, 


cc and the Sea and the Fountains of Waters. 


Obſerve, 1, The Word Angel being collective 
as elſewhere, thereby we muſt underſtand the 


faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel. 2. The ever- 


laſting Goſpel is to be preached as God gives 


Opportunity to all People, be they who they will. 


3. The Servants of Chri/# are with great Free- 
dom to teſtity unto All, the Duties required of 
'em, 1. To fear God. 2. To give him Glory. 
3. To worſhip him: Neither of theſe can be done 
according to the Intent of the everlaſting Goſpel 
without Faith; and therefore in commanding 
each of them, God commands Faith 1 his Son. 


BE HOLD the Language of the Bible ! To the 
Law and to the Teftimony; if they ſpeak not 
according to this Word, 1t is becauſe there is no 
Light in them, 1/2. viii. 20. I made Uſe of no 


Text but whar ſpeaks co unconverted People, and 


commands them either directly or by neceſſary 
Conſequence to believe in Chriſt, or into Chriſt, 
1 


E 
if that Word may be required. I muſt again ob- 
ſerve, and I deſire the Reader to obſerve it, that 
the Lord does very often in his Word command 


unconverted Sinners to truſt in Chriſt, and believe 


in Chriſt; therefore let no Perſon think it ſtrange 


that God's faithful Servants ſhould tell 'em it is 
their Duty to do fo. 
Objection, 1. But we are very ſure there is 


cc an Election of Grace; and this Doctrine ſeems 


© to be inconſiſtent therewith. 


Anſwer. Our Lord Feſus Chrift himſelf did 


not think fo. He ſaid, Many were called but few 
choſen, Matth. xxii. 14. Whoever are called by the 
written Word muſt not ſtand queſtioning God's 
Wifdom 1n this, or his Authority for this, but 
think it their Duty immediately to obey ; and 


when any are ſatisfied they are among the Choſen, 


Jet them admire Grace, and in a holy Converſa- 
tion walk humbly with God ; and let others give 


Diligence to make their Calling, or their anſwer- 
ing the Call of God, and then their Election 


2 Pet. i. 10. | 
Object. 2. But Redemption is particular, 
© Chrift did not die for all that hear the Goſpel 
« preached ; therefore, why ſhould it be their 
« Duty to believe in him. 3 
Auſcver. There is no Body who hears the Goſ- 
pel preached, can juſtly ſay, Chri/# did not die 
tor him; it would be a great Sin in any one to 


ſay ſo: And, I think, I may juſtly conceive t hat 


the precious extenſive Expreſſions that relate to 
Chriſt's Death, are deſigned on Purpoſe to pre- 
vent, or anſwer this Objection, ſuch as, Who 
« gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, to be teſtified 
44 in due Time. 1 7m. ii. 6. That he, by the 
c 
« Man, Ee. ii. 9. And he is the Propitiation 
2 | cc for 


A 


Grace of God, ſhould taſte Death for every 


+ ol 


" * 


« for our Sins; and not for ours only, but alſo 
cc for the Sins of the whole World.“ 1 Foh. ii. 2. 


This don't oppoſe any Scriptural Argument for 


particular Redemprion. 


Object. 3. © Burt ſeeing all are not ſaved, 
«© Why are all commanded to believe iz Chrift £ 
Anſwer. It is not ſaid that all are com- 
manded to believe in Criſt; but all who hear the 
Goſpel preached are ſo commanded ; and how it 
may be with them in the Event, God only knows. 
« The ſecret Things belong unto the Lord our 


« God; but thoſe Things which are revealed be- 
< Jong unto us, and to our Children, for ever, 
cc that we may do all the Words of this Law.“ 


Deut. xxix. 29. 
Object. 4. But Man is weak, and has no 


c Power to obey, therefore why ſhould he be 


© commanded ? | 
Anſwer. Tho' Man has loſt his Power, God 
has not loſt his Authority ; nor is the Law of God 


he. has nor quite loſt his Reaſon; therefore to 
deal with him by Precepts, Prohibitions and 
Promiſes, is the moſt agreeable Way. 


Olect. 5. © If he was commanded only to 


cc perform moral natural Acts, it might ſeem more 


«© agreeable; but you ſay he is commanded to 


ce perform ſpiritual Acts, which are not in his 
cc Power. 

Anſwer. And pray what Power has he to per- 
form moral, natural Acts? The Scripture ſays he 
is without Strength, Rom. v. 6. and Paul fays 
that he, after Converſion, was not ſufficient to 
think any Thing, and theretore not a moral, good 


Thing, 2 Cor. iii. 5. But when God inclines the 


Heart, in his Strength, Perſons perform the one 


or the other; and ſeeing it pleaſes him, why 


ſhould 
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diſannull'd: Beſides, tho Man has loſt his Power, ⁶ 


© to obey. 
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| ſhould not he make Uſe of Commands to incline 
the Heart to good Acts of any Kind ? 


Object. 6. But we don't ſee, then, that all 
* who are commanded have their Hearts thereby 
c inclined to perform ſpiritual Acts. | 

Anſwer. But do you ſee that all who are com- 


manded to perform what you call moral, natural 


Acts, have their Hearts inclined thereby to per- 
form them? If God in the one or the other, pub- 
liſhes and pleads his Authority as a Lau-giver, 
and yet does not put forth his Power in gracious 
Operations on a Sinner's Heart, who can blame 


im for it? 


Object. 7. © But unto all moral Obedience 
te it is granted the Children of Men are called, 
tt eſpecially thoſe who have the written Law, the 
c Commandment makes it their ſpecial Duty 

Anſwer. And wherever the Goſpel is preached 
and heard, Faith in Chr:/# is a moral Duty, and 
Repentance towards God is a moral Duty; there 
the moral Law requires that Faith. The eternal 
moral Law of God is every Way perfect. Chri/# 


has not given a new Law to his Church, diſtinct 
from that. 20 


Object. 8. © Iris granted that thoſe who 
ce hear the Goſpel preached are bound in Duty, 
ce tho* unconverted to believe the Report ot it, 
ce that is to believe what CHriſt ſays is true; but 
© not to believe in him; not to believe they have 
© any immediate Concern with him; otherwiſe 
cc then juſt to believe he ſays the Truth. 

Anſwer. If I was capable of giving a full Ac- 
count of all the amazing Myſteries of the Goſpel 
in a doctrinal Way, and then tell the Unbelieving 
and Unconverted, that it was God's Will they 
ſhould believe every Part to be ſtrictly true, _ 

# Cp 0 
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of 'em would be ready to ſay, that an Impoſſibi- 
lity was required of them: But, let the Chil- 
dren of Men ſay what they will, God does not 
only require this, but to believe in his Son; and 
Cyriſt commands unconverted Sinners to believe 
in him, as has been plentifully proved. 

Object. 9. But, one great Man took a great 
& deal of Pains to prove that it is not an uncon- 
ec yerted Man's Duty to believe in Chriſt. 
_ - Aaſwer. But Chrift himſelf commands uncon- 
verted Perſons to believe in him: And of Chriſt, 
the Father ſaid, This is my beloved Son, in whon 
Jam well pleaſed, hear ye him. + 
Object. 10. © But how is it poſſible to think 
c that Chriſt makes it the Duty of Perſons to 
<c believe in him; and yet it ſeems, that to 
© many of them he does not deſign to give Faith? 
«© For many who hear the Goſpel don't appear to 


c be Believers in him. 


Anſwer. As poſſible as to think that he makes k 


it the Duty of all to ſpeak without curſing and 
{wearing, and live without lying and cheating 
their Neighbours, and continue in Chaſtity, and 
the Obſervance of all other moral Commands 
and yet it's plain he don't beſtow ſuch Grace 
upon the tenth Part of Mankind. 1 

TAnAx it is the Duty of unconverted Sinners, 
who hear the Goſpel preached, to believe in 
Chriſt, is a proved, eſtabliſhed Truth; and ſeeing 
it is ſo, it's to be hoped that all the faithful Mi- 
niſters of Chri/} will in their Labours for their 
Lord tell the People ſo. They cannot declare 41! 
the Counſel of God without declaring of this: 
The Spirit of Chriſt leads into all Truth, this 


is a Truth, therefore he leads into this. I am Þ} 


far from thinking it their Glory or Duty to ſtand 
tor a long while together, as they have been re- 
preſented 


preſented, “ Offering Grace, and offering Chriſt, 
and offering Life, and calling and inviting, 
* and come now, why will you not come now, 1 
offer Grace again, and I offer you Chri/ ſtill, 
* but this is not to be done always, take him 
now, Oh! that I could prevail upon you to 
take him, &c.” I never heard ſuch preaching 
in my Lite, nor do I think that it becomes any 
Servant of Chriſt to deliver himſelf in ſuch a 
i Manner; Nevertheleſs, when a Miniſter has la- 
bour'd in the Word and Doctrine of Chriſt's Per- 
ſon, Covenant, Love, Grace, and Salvation, it | 
| 1 becomes him to fay with all Freedom accord- | 
14 ing to the Scriptures, that God in his Word makes n 
it the Duty of poor ruin'd, loft and undone Sin- 
ners, who hear ſuch Tidings to believe 2 ſo 
tr great a Redeemer ; and to encourage them ſhould 
[' further obſerve, that him that cometh Chrif will 
àzin no wiſe caſt out. 
Axio all, who make Conſcience of walking 
with, and living to God, will not weaken the 
Hands of a Servant of Chri/ft in ſuch a Work. 
He does not aſſume Authority to himſelf, and y 
ſay, I command you to believe, and I require | 
you to repent, but tells the People what 1s 
written, and what the Lord requires of them. 
' There is no doubt but many of Chri//*s faithful 
i Servants have been called poor 2000s, and their 
1 Sermons poor St. No leſs a Man than the 
great Cotton of New-England, had a Pound of 
wr Candles ſent him by a prating Profeilor, who 
had been the ſame Day to ſee him, and to 
find Fault with ſome Expreſſions he had uſed, 
and to whom the good great Man of God 
| had ſaid, truly Brother I muft confeſs ant 
ligt; but thoſe who make Conſcience of „ 
| Chriſt's Commands will never banter nor ne 
3 a Ser- 
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a Servant of his in the Diſcharge of all or any 
Part of his Work. = 

No R have I obſerv'd much ſpiritual Froſperity 
attending the Perſons who have uſed yidue Li- 
berty upon or againſt any of the Conmands of 
Chrift; nor have the Places where hey have 
abounded been the better for them Which 
makes me think that the godly are # this Day 
call'd in a ſpecial Manner to mourn, that in ſome 
Places whimſical Notions have been ſtarted, and 
by too many ſuddenly received, ad being re- 
ceived are like enough to be retan'd, the Per- 
ſon's Name and Honour being then engag'd, 
_ which really draw a Cloud over he eternal Law 
of God, and the everlaſting Gapel. To men- 
tion them is no Part of my preſ@t Buſineſs, only 
you may imagine that I thinl hat to be one, 
which denies it to be the Dyty of a poor un- 
converted Sinner, who hears tje glorious Goſpel 
of the Grace of God preaci'd, to believe in 
Chriſt. I mourn under this I mourn under the 
Fruits and Conſequences f it where it was 
firſt ſtarted, and I do herely call upon my dear 
Friends and Brethren to mourn with me, and 
watch againſt all the Apprœches of it. 
| No-Bopy can tell tht Chain of bad Conſe- 
quences: that muſt follow wherever it enters, unleſs 
wonderful Grace prevents. There the Servants 
of Chri/t, thro” the many hundreds of Years from 
Chriff's Time till now muſt be deſpiſed, and 
their Labours, ſo far as they are known, derided ; 
yea, there the Bible itſelf, whatever they may 
profeſs, cannot be cordially loved and delighted 
in, becauſe, throughout it is againft that beloved 
Notion ; there the unconverted cannot be re- 
proved, becauſe they believe not in Chriſt; for 


they are told it is none of their Duty; nor is 
e |» their 
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if | their diſtruſting Chri/ a Sin ; and there Faith in 

WEE Chrif muſt be wil/-worſhip; for who has re- 

WEE quired it at their Hands; there a poor, weak, 

1 doubringBeliever can have no Relief: For as he + 
1 does not know himſelf that he is a Believer, |} 
no more an they, therefore they dare not tell I 
bim it is lis Duty to believe i» Chriſt, and if 9 


he takes in their Doctrine, he muſt think it is 
not his Dutz, *cill firſt he knows whether he is 
a Believer o\not ; and therefore no wonder Per- 
ſons entangledwith that Notion look fo indifferent 
upon the Duty the Lord calls them to, examine 
yourſelves wh&her you be in the Faith, prove 
your own ſelves and to ſay no more, there other 
poor Churches Wl be trampled upon, and their 
Miniſtry derided\ and means uſed to divide and 
diſcourage them. I don't ſay that ſuch diſagree- 
able Things reignwherever the Notion is receiv- 
ed, but unto theſe Things, and others of a like 
kind it naturally tds, and *tis owing to reſtrain- 
ing Grace that ſuch Concomitants and Conſe- 
quences don't boldlj appear. 
O the other Hind the Savour of the good 
Knowledge of God is made known by thoſe, who 
declare the whole of his Counſel, in every Place. 
_ Giving unto the precious Commands of the 
Word their due Extent, the Servants of Chrif 
can properly apply- themſelves to any Cale. 
They can tell poor unconverted Sinners that God 
calls them, and ET them in his Word to 
believe Chriſt, and believe in Chriſt. Thus the 
Apoſtles of old and great Fruit did follow : 
Upon hearing the Doctrine of Chriſt and that pre- 
cious Command, what great Numbers, in Acts ii. 
did indeed repent and were added to the 
Church! And under the ſame Doctrine and 
Command to repent and be converted, the Holy 
e Ghoſt, 
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Ghoſt fays that many of them which heard the 


tell the People, “ It is your Duty to believe 


40 


cc js not your Duty to believe 7# Chrift, nor re- 


ſurely, ſeeing it is not our Duty, we will not do 


« is true, but it is zo your Duty, it is no 


cc only bound to believe that every Word we 7 
of your Duty to believe in this glorious no 0 


Conceit, and appear above-board, and dot de- 


will be found unto poor weak Believers under 
Doubts and Fears. What muſfthe new Doctrine 
ſay to them? © We don't kwyw what you are; 


5 


L 
Word believed: A's iv. The Apoſtles did not 


cc that every Word we ſay is true, and 'tis your 
« Duty to repent in a legal ſlaviſh Way; but it 


& pent evangelically. We fay again it is not 
<«.your Duty to believe in Chrif.” And I muſt. 
ſay, if this was the "Truth they might have 
preach'd it, they ſhould have preach'd it, or they 
could not have declar'd the whole Counſel of 
God; but if they had done ſo, where would have 
been the Thouſands? 'They muſt have replied, 


w TR WW ST OY TYYULTFR I * l — — 


it. Let Perſons in our Day thus perſuaded, deal / if 
faithfully with the Multitude, whenever they” // 
ſpeak of the Glory of Chriſt, to or among anode 
verted Sinners, let them 'tell them, “ you 
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c | 
whom we ſpeak? I ſay, let them fairly purue the 
ceive the People. | 1 1 5 

As the Commandment of God, that /exceeding 
broad is in the Wiſdom of God a Vord in Sea- 


ſon unto unconverted Sinners, who {car the My- 
ſteries of God's Salvation in Chrifopen'd, ſo it 
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* you don't know what yoi are yourſelves ; as 
ce you may belong to thoſe who are to be pitied, 
ec we pity you, but we camot tell that. e can 
tell you Chrif is a Siviour to ſome, but e 
can't tell you that you ave any Concern with If } 
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£* him, only you are boyd to believe that what 
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1 
ee we ſay is true, but we cannot tell you that it is 
« your Duty to believe in Chriff. Seeing you 
& walk in Darkneſs and have no Light, we dare 
cc not tell you that it is your Duty to truſt in the 
Name of the Lord; you don't know that you 
te are converted, and we don't know that you 
6c are; therefore on/y wait in the Way, and juſt 
ce believe that all that we ſay is true, though we 
ec don't fay it is your Dat to believe you have 
ce any other Concern with it.“ Let them ſpeak 
plain and this muſt be the Language: How agree- 
able to the Goſpel let the Godly judge. But 
how pleaſant the Way of God's Commands! And 
how wonderfully ſuited to the Relief of poor weak 


R K 


Believers under Darkneſs. What under ſuch 
Circumſtances was of great Uſe to my own Soul, 
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\ ſhall here tranſcribe out of Dr. Goodwin's Child 
Light. Direct. 5. be: 

Take and put in Practice this fifth Direction, 
* Bnew thy Faith and Repentance, ſet thy 
Hart at Work to believe and repent afreſh as 
* if dou hadſt never yet begun. Spend not all 
the ime in caſting out of Anchors, but fall a 
© pumpag; leave off and ceaſe awhile to reaſon 
< about de Goodneſs of thy former Faith and Re- 
% Pentance and ſet upon the Work of believing 
<< and repering anew: Say, well, ſuppoſe 1 
ce have not Itherto been in the State of Grace, 
te yet I am noluncapable of it for Time to come, 
5% I may obtain Grace yet. Suppoſe my Faith 
ec and Repentanc. hath not been true hitherto: 


1 will theretorengw begin to endeavour after 
We} << ſuch as is true; aid to that End make this Uſe 
Wet 5 of whatſoever Flas the Devil finds in either, 
1 . to direct thee whit to mend and rectity tor 
Wot: Time to come; begn to make up the Breaches 


and Unſoundneſs, Woch is diſcover'd, en- 
EF? \ & deavour 
\ 


E "EY 
ec deavour after a Supply of all thoſe Wants he 
ce Objects to be in either, mend all the Holes he 
ce picks. Say, Lord, I caſt my Soul on all thy 
cc ous TH afreſh, I deſire now ro make my Heart 
e perfect with thee for Time to come, to part 
« with every Sin, to ſubmit to every Duty, to curſe 
cc every by-end to Hell, and to ſet up God and 
« Chrift as my Mark, Pole-ſtar, and aim in all; 
& and when thou haſt done this, let the Devil 

| ce ſay his worſt, This I commend to you as a 
cc ſpecial Means to diflolve and put theſe Temp- 
cc tations about Aſſurance to an End. I ſet a 

ce probatum eſt upon it, take it, practiſe it, it is 

cc ꝗ tried one: And it is that which at the laſt 

cc the Church in Deſertion comes to, Lam, iii. 

« 40. Come, let us try our Ways, and turn to 

cc the Lord - That is the laſt Way and Courſe ſhe 
«rakes. —- 9 

You dear Children of God be ſober and vi- 

gilant : Your Adverſary 1s diligent, reſiſt him 
ſtedfaſtly in the Faith, contend earneſtly for the 
Faith once deliver'd to the Saints. That it is no 
Parr of a poor unconverted Sinner's Duty, who 
hears the Goſpel preach'd, to believe 2 Chriſt, 
is what was never deliver'd to any by the Spirit 
of God. Tho' ſome have thoughtleſsly and too 
ſuddenly took, up that Notion, yet let them 
nom in the Preſence of God impartially compare 

it with the Scriptures, ſome Texts whereof I 

| briefly produc'd; as Perſons willing to ſubmit their 4 
Souls to the revealed Will of God, and they Þ} 
will ſee that it is a pernicious dangerous Error. 
I don't queſtion but God can and will keep his 
dear converted Children from being carried away in- 

to all the bad Conſequences of it; but in itſelf it is 

a Doctrine of Darkneſs. Search the Scriptures, 
ſearch the Scriptures earneſtly, cry to the God of all 

1 Grace 
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Grace for Guidance into all Truth, precious Ace 
quaintance therewith, and Eſtabliſhment therein, 
don't readily and ſuddenly reject what the Churches 
of Chriſt through all Ages have embrac'd as their 
Glory. Your Buſineſs lies in fervent Prayer, ma- 
ture Conſideration of Scriptures, and humble Con- 
ſultation with the godly, faithful, and able Ser- 
vants of Chrift, and all this continued in, and 
often repeated; and through the whole and to 
the laſt, act as dear Children of God, Followers 
of the Lamb, earneſtly in all Things deſiring 
en s Peace. 

Bind up the Teſtimony, ſeal the Law . 
1 225 (ag Ifa. viii. 16. 
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